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O
n August 21, 2006, Governor Schwarzenegger
signed Senate Bill 1, known as SB1, changing the

definition of energy infrastructure in California forever.
SB1 (A K A the “Million Solar Roofs Initiative”) earmarked
roughly $3.3 billion for incentives, and set a goal to create
3,000 megawatts of solar-produced electricity by 2017. If
successful, the new law will result in placement of solar
energy generators on top of half of all new homes con-
structed in California by 2017. That, combined with incen-
tives to put solar energy generators on existing buildings,
promises a revolutionary shift of energy production from
massive power plants to the roofs of individual homes
and businesses. So, with the first full year of the program
behind us, how bright is SB1’s future?

If initial reports are accurate, SB1 is off to a good start.
According to the Solar Energy Industries Association (a
trade group), and the New York Times, 100 megawatts of

solar generating capacity was installed in California in
2007. (Matt Richtel and John Markoff, A Green Energy In -
dustry Takes Root Under the California Sun, NEW YORK TIMES,
Feb. 1, 2008). That’s a 50% increase over 2006, and mo-
mentum indicates the number of installations will rise
quickly in 2008. But, it is important to note that not all of
the new power results from the passage of SB1. 

Incentives, under the new law, are divided into three
components with the biggest incentives falling under the
purview of the California Public Utilities Commission
(“CPUC”). According to the CPUC, demand in 2007 for
CPUC-administered incentives exceeded California’s total
installed solar systems from all of the previous 26 years!
But, these numbers just reflect demand for installations.
The vast majority of actual installations in 2007, and thus
the 100 megawatts referred to in the Times article, is 
from pre-SB1 incentives. Of all installations in 2007, only 

17.9 megawatts of roughly 188
megawatts have been installed,
inspected, and put into opera-
tion as a result of SB1. 

This lag is a reflection of
publicly owned utility ineff i-
ciencies in processing residen-
tial incentive requests, inherent
p roject delivery time re q u i re-
ments, and a dearth of qualified
solar system installers. Some
utilities have addressed delay
issues by providing additional
staff to review applications. The
p roject delivery time re q u i re-
ments will shorten as installers
and designers gain experience
and increase efficiency, but the
dearth of qualified installers
will only be fixed with training. 

I S I T T I M E TO G E T I N T H E

S O L A R I N STA L L AT I O N GA M E?

AN U P DATE ON CA L I FO R N I A’S 

M I L L ION SOLAR ROOFS I N I T I AT I V E

Do you want to find out how much solar energy 

a lot or home can generate?

Go to http://sf.solarmap.org/ and enter any San Francisco address. 

Oakland is coming out with a similar map shortly, and CH2MHill, 

the sponsor of the map, plans to offer it to communities nationwide.

Some Helpful Websites: 

PUC website: www.cpuc.ca.gov (general information on energy 

policies and solar initiatives)

State of California: www.gosolarcalifornia.ca.gov (information on rebate 

applications and netting policies)

“Solar Map”: http://sf.solarmap.org/ (interactive map sponsored 

by CH2MHill and Google)

Research and Advocacy: www.environmentcalifornia.org

Renewable Energy News: www.renewableenergyworld.com
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http://www.environmentcalifornia.org/energy/million-solar-roofs/fact-sheet2/legislation
http://www.environmentcalifornia.org/uploads/CG/RN/CGRNi2aeOwAL_DGcyK9ewA/Bringing_Solar_to_Scale.pdf 



